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To understand how such a complex trait could have arisen repeatedly, we have compared the expression of the TCP family of DNA-binding proteins, many examples of which have now been identified in the genome of a gene controlling dorsoventral asymmetry in Antirrhinum with its counterpart in Arabidopsis, a of Arabidopsis [7] . Of these, TCP1 is the most similar to CYC and represents a likely ortholog. We analyzed the distantly related species with radially symmetrical flowers. We found that the Arabidopsis gene is expression of TCP1 in Arabidopsis to determine how a cyc ortholog might be expressed in a species with radially of axillary meristems and makes TCP1 a molecular marker for axillary versus apical meristems. This also shows that, stems. This incipient asymmetry could then have been recruited many times independently, by changes in timing of expression and interactions with target genes, so There are many examples in which complex morphologithat it became manifest at the morphological level as the cal traits have arisen repeatedly during evolution [3, 4, dorsoventral asymmetry of the flower. 5]. However, the molecular mechanisms underlying such events are unclear in most cases. One possibility is that Brief Communication 1051 [8] . Cl, cauline leaf; Sam, shoot apical meristem; Axm, shoot axillary meristem; Fm, flower meristem; Ms, main shoot; Ls, lateral shoot.
